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+ The postage stamps on the cover are the 1957 New Year special postage
stamps issued on December 20, 1956, after the departure of the Soya, the Japan
expedition steamer.
The stamps were carried by plane to Cape T for transhipment f
the Soya there. g e
The stamp on the left is the genuine one used the Ji
Expedition, by apan Antarctic
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Antarctic Treaty
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MAIDEN VOYAGE OF ANTARCTIC
OBSERVATION SHIP “SHIRASE”

A 60 yen postage stamp commemorating the maiden voyage of
the antarctic observation ship *“Shirase™ was issued on November
14, 1983.

The construction of the antarctic observation ship “Shirase” was
commissioned to replace the ageing present vessel “Fuji”’, and was
completed in November, 1982. With the 25th observation team
aboard, the ship departed on its maiden voyage to the Antarctic on ) =11 E -
the 14th of November, 1983. BRI EL AR

*‘Shirase” was designed to have a higher icebreaking performance 60 1 3 i 1) F
and to be capable of staying at sea longer than her predecessor, the A T1 >
“Fuji”, and this maiden voyage will rr?ake a gxeatzdvances in for mmﬁmuq Loty &4—
observation activities possible in the future.
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50th Anniversary of the Japanese Antarctic
Research Expedition
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